Proposed Revisions to
HOC’s Administrative Plan for the Housing Choice Voucher Program

Please note: Existing language is in BLACK, proposed changes are in RED, and proposed
deletions are shown with strikethrough.

Streamlining Change Regarding Utility Payment Schedules

Chapter 6: Factors Related to Total Tenant Payment and Family Share Determination

Q.  UTILITY ALLOWANCE AND UTILITY REIMBURSEMENT PAYMENTS
[24 CFR 982.153, 982.517]

The same Utility Allowance Schedule is used for all tenant-based programs.

The utility allowance is intended to cover the cost of utilities not included in the rent. The
allowance is based on the typical cost of utilities and services paid by energy-conservative
households that occupy housing of similar size and type in the same locality. Allowances are not
based on an individual family's actual energy consumption.

The PHA’s utility allowance schedule, and the utility allowance for an individual family, must
include the utilities and services that are necessary in the locality to provide housing that
complies with the housing quality standards.

The PHA may not provide any allowance for non-essential utility costs, such as costs of cable or
satellite television.

The PHA must classify utilities in the utility allowance schedule according to the following
general categories: space heating, air conditioning, cooking, water heating, water, sewer, trash
collection; other electric, refrigerator (for tenant supplied refrigerator), range (cost of tenant-
supplied range); and other specified services.

An allowance for tenant-paid air conditioning will be provided in those cases where the majority
of housing units in the market have central air conditioning or are wired for tenant installed air
conditioners [24 CFR 982.517].

The PHA will review the utility allowance schedule annually. If the review finds a utility rate has
changed by 10 percent or more since the last revision of the utility allowance schedule, the
schedule will be revised to reflect the new rate. Revised utility allowances will be applied in a
participant family's rent calculation at their next reexamination.

The approved utility allowance schedule is given to families along with their Voucher. The
utility allowance is based on-the-actual-unit-size-selected. the lesser of the size of dwelling unit
actually leased by the family or the voucher size issued, as determined under HOC’s subsidy
standards (see Subsidy Standards chapter for more information). In cases where a reasonable




accommodation has been provided to a family that includes a person with disabilities, HOC must
use the appropriate utility allowance for the size of the dwelling unit actually leased by the

family.

Where the calculation on the HUD 50058 results in a utility reimbursement payment due the
family, the PHA will provide a Utility Reimbursement Payment for the family each month. The
check will be made out directly to the tenant.



